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Imtroductiom 


Welcome to the 1998 Regatta Historic Homes Tour, an educational pro- 
gram of the Clatsop County Historical Society. Proceeds from this program 
will support the preservation efforts at the Society’s three museums: the 
Flavel House, the Heritage Museum, and the Uppertown Firefighter's Mu- 
seum. 


The theme of this year’s tour is Getting Down to Business: Victorian Homes 
of Astoria. The five Victorian homes featured on this year’s tour have been 
adapted for use as businesses by their owners. In many cases, the owners 
maintain living quarters on the upper floors. This year as a bonus, we have 
added a sixth house, a fine European revival cottage. 


We are certain you will enjoy this year’s homes tour. Please note that the 
Devlin House (1585 Exchange) will only be open for tours on Sunday from 
1:00 - 4:00 pm. We appreciate your support and interest in the Clatsop 
County Historical Society. 
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Wm. & Clementine Ross House (ca. 1888) 
Le \o 847 Exchange 


William Ross built this Italianate style house with the help of a $2,000 loan 
from the Astoria Building Society. Times were hard, though, and ten years 
later it was repossessed and auctioned. Ross was born in 1844 in Peoria, 
Illinois, and came with his family to Oregon in a covered wagon in 1852. 
A carpenter and owner of Ross & Wirt paint store, Ross lived here until 
about 1900. From 1906 until 1920, Lemuel and Alice Howes made this 
their home. Lemuel was a salesman for Ross, Higgins Co., a grocery and 
meat supplier in the area. 


The Italianate style was popular in the United States between 1840 and 
1885. The Italianate style, along with the Queen Anne style were the 
predominant American architectural styles during the time period known 
as the Victorian Age. Characteristics of the Italianate style include a two 
or three story building, a low pitched roof with wide overhanging eves, 
decorative brackets, and tall narrow windows. 


Everybody's dream (or nightmare) of owning a bed & breakfast was real- 
ized by Judith and Clifford Taylor when they purchased the run-down Ross 
flats in 1993. Innkeepers need to be outgoing and interesting conversa- 
tionalists. The Taylors are no exception. Judith can tell you about her 
career as a professional singer and choral director, and seven years as 
executive director of the Nevada Symphony. Clifford, a retired CPA, can 
regale you with tales of his five years as a guide shooting the rapids on the 
Colorado River. Clementine’s Bed & Breakfast boasts five rooms with 
queen size beds, private baths, full breakfast, antiques, fresh flowers, and 


kayaks! 


Capt. George C. Flavel House (1879) 
oO 818 Grand Avenue 
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George Conrad Flavel (1855-1923) was a native Astorian who inherited 
an interest in maritime activities from his famous father, the river bar cap- 
tain, George Flavel. After receiving his education locally and at a military 
academy in California, George went to sea. After he had acquired his 
captain's papers, he was persuaded by his parents to return to Astoria to 
work in the Flavel family wharf and shipping business. 


When this simple, but refined vernacular building was constructed (six 
years before his parents’ splendid mansion), it was ideally situated on 8" 
Street facing McClure School (grades 1-12). Around 1905, the home was 
turned to front Grand Avenue. The Flavels moved from the home in 1901 
when their grand Colonial Revival house at 15 and Franklin Streets was 
completed. 


This National Register home is currently being restored by Tom and Jean 
Hannen. Tom is one of Astoria’s most talented commercial artists. You 
will certainly enjoy seeing his studio and art on display. He maintains a 
retail space downtown at 254 11" Street. 


NOTE: Tickets are not collected here. The Hannen’s are fulfilling the Na- 
tional Register requirement of being open to the public once a year. 


( Louis & Augusta Wilson House (ca. 1895) 
0666 12th Street 


Little is known of the Wilson family who originally resided in this Queen 
Anne style home. It is believed that Mrs. Louis Wilson was the daughter of 
Augustus C. Fisher who, with his brother Ferinand, owned the Aisher Brothers 
hardware store. Augustus Fisher built the stately Italianate home across 12" 
Street. 


It is unknown whether this building was originally a one-family home or 
always flats or rooms. Some of its earliest renters were Miss Ellen Geary, 
the public librarian (1904); Edward Lackey, train dispatcher and Edward J. 
Church, engineer for Astoria & Columbia River Railroad Co.; Oscar F. Wilson, 
marine engineer; and Neil Stupp, principal of Alderbrook School from 1901 
until 1905. Its most eminent occupants were Jay and Emma L. Tuttle, who 
occupied the home from 1910 until about 1925. Dr. Jay Tuttle, who served 
as a State senator in 1903, led an active community life. He served as head 
of the Royal Arch Masons and of the Ocean Encampment Odd Fellows, 
grand chancellor of the Oregon Grand Lodge Knight of Pythias, president of 
the local Republican party, and president of Clatsop County Medical Soci- 
ety. From 1917 to 1921, he was appointed to the Federal Quarantine Sta- 
tion across the Columbia River at Knappton Cove, Washington. He died at 
the age of 82 in December, 1923. Mrs. Tuttle was executive director of the 


local Red Cross during World War I. 


Polk and Patricia Riley live upstairs in a beautifully appointed apartment, 
while their print shop, moved here in 1976, hums below. Both upstairs and 
down, you'll sense the excitement of color and the possibilities of commer- 


cial art. 


Thaddeus Stevens Trullinger House (1894) 
| ) 01445 Exchange 


Note to driver: An easy way to access the house is by using the driveway 
and parking lot on 14” Street between Exchange and Franklin Streets. 


This decorative Queen Anne cottage was built by Thaddeus Trullinger, whose 
father, John Corse Trullinger, owned and operated the West Shore Lumber 
Mill at about 1° Street & Marine Dr. The mill generated and delivered the 
first electricity in Astoria in late 1885. This house was one of the first to be 
electrified and was wired for free as an advertisement for the new lights. 


The father of Mrs. Georgia (Badollet) Trullinger, owned a salmon cannery. 
Her sister Dora, who never married, was a long-time Astoria High School 
teacher for whom the Clatsop Community College library was named. After | 
first working as an electrician in his father’s mill, Thaddeus gained experi- 
ence as a bookkeeper and in 1897, incorporated the 7rullinger Wharfing Co. 
In 1900, he was appointed special customs inspector. In 1907, he went 
into the grocery business with his brother-in-law, J. Paul Badollet. Thad was 
elected to the city council in 1896 and the school board in 1917. He died in 
his home in 1944. 


KMUN community radio station (FM 91.9) was organized in 1981 and rented 
second floor space in the Gunderson Building on Commercial Street for sev- 
eral years. In 1984, this house and the one to the east were purchased by a 
newcomer who remodeled them into a restaurant called “ Ragtime Inn”. The 
business soon failed and the two houses were purchased and given to KMUN 
by its patron, Helen Patti. The station began operating here in July, 1987 
and manager Doug Sweet has graciously opened the home for you to tour. 


IB, John A. Devlin House (1892) 
1585 Exchange 


NOTE: The Devlin Hoiuse is only open for tours on Sunday from 1- 4 pm. 


John Devlin was a pioneer salmon packer and real estate investor. The Daily 
Morning Astorian reported on June 19, 1891, that he would build a new 
house for $9,000 at Cedar and west 7™ streets. Another source informs that 
Devlin had earlier purchased a house on this corner and in preparing to build, 
he moved the older home to the south end of the lot. (The study of Astoria 
history is a challenge because street names were changed in 1895 and house 
numbers in 1955.) 


Following the great Astoria fire of 1922, this Queen Anne style home was 
divided into four apartments. In 1923, Holy Names Academy held classes 
here after a fire in their school, then located to where the Performing Arts 
Center now stands at 16" and Franklin. Fahrion Funeral home occupied the 
site from 1930 until 1933. The building sat vacant until 1939 when AJ. 
Christensen bought and remodeled it into a five-unit apartment house. 


The Queen Anne style was popular in the United States between 1880 and 
1910. Characteristics of the style include: a steeply pitched roof, multiple 
roof lines, patterned shingles, cut-away bays, and an asymmetrical facade. 


Before moving to Astoria, Michael and Emily Henderson chose this house 
for their future business and residence. Michael writes, “The owner, Roberta 
Hagerup Heick, was reluctant to sell, but finally decided to do so in 1995." 
The Home Spirit Bakery and Café opened in June 1998 and provides 
handcrafted breads with lunch served from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Mon. - Sat. 


JR. John Dewitt Gilbert House (1922) 
So 1102 Jerome Avenue 


THE 
BONUS 
Home! 


Oral tradition has it that when John Gilbert, son of a well-respected Asto- 
ria Presbyterian Church minister, was fighting in the First World War in 
France, he was so fascinated by its domestic architecture that he vowed 
he'd have a French cottage built in Astoria for his family. He contacted 
Astoria’s distinguished architect, C.T. Diamond, to design the home.. 
Diamond later designed Uniontown’s Doughboy Monument and the Elks 
Lodge at 11‘ and Exchange—both on the National Register of Historic 
Places. Distinctive features of this eclectic European revival cottage in- 
clude diamond paned casement windows on the Jerome Street facade, 
a window box with tudor detailing above the kitchen door, and elon- 
gated spindles on the front porch which overlook the “pigeon steps”, 
more formally known as the | 1th street walkway. Previous owners turned 
the pantry into a half bath. 


Our hosts are Lloyd and Janet Bowler. Lloyd is a special education teacher 
at Knappa High School and Janet teaches French and German at Astoria 
High School. She is also Astoria’s preeminent flute player. The Bowlers 
removed Carpeting from the main floor and had the original oak flooring 
refinished. The kitchen has been modernized with alder cabinets cre- 
ated by local wood worker Jim Bingham. 


